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Saving pdf tenancy agreements and forms





The Landlord-Law tenancy agreements are all in pdf format.  This has always been the case, for a number of reasons.  Most people can access and use pdfs whatever sort of computer they have via the free Adobe Reader (which you can download from www.adobe.co.uk); they are easy (relatively) for me to create; and I can protect the template via the Adobe security system.  

However a few landlords have complained that they cannot save the information in the fields.  This is of course quite true, but it is nothing to do with me it is down to how the Adobe software works.  If you complete a form with form fields using the free reader, when you close or save the document, the information on the 'fields' will be lost.  You therefore have to be very careful to ensure that you have printed out sufficient copies of your document before closing.  

If you have the Adobe Acrobat software this is not a problem.  Acrobat saves the information in the fields, so you can open the document up again later, either to amend the information or print it out again.  If you have Adobe Acrobat Pro as I have, you can even change other peoples forms (so long as they have not protected them).  However this software is  pretty expensive at about £3-400 plus, and most small landlords will not want to pay this.  Indeed many of them will be quite happy with just printing the form out, and will not want to store it electronically.  After all it is the paper copy with the tenants' signature on, which you will need in court.  

However if you do want to save the wording, there is an answer.  You need to 'print' the form, using special software.  This software creates a new pdf document exactly the same as the document on the screen, so it will include all the information you have typed into the 'fields'.  You won’t be able to change anything on this new document though, the fields won’t be there, just the wording you put in them.  This could be very useful – for example if you want to email a tenancy agreement over to a tenant.  

Adobe has this feature with its own Acrobat software – it used to be called the distiller although it may be called something else now (I am out of touch with what they do).  I used to use it all the time (for sending court forms over to clients for them to sign), but then after I had some work done on my computer earlier this year it suddenly started producing a load of squares instead of text.  I spoke to my computer people, who did not know how to fix it, but the computer man suggested that instead I use this free software called CutePDF Writer.  It worked a treat and I have used it ever since.  

So if you are a user of forms with form fields (preferably from the Landlord-Law website!) and want to save a copy of what you have done, but do not want to splash out on the Acrobat program, I would suggest you give it a try.  

(Needless to say however, I make no warranties regarding it, and if it trashes your machine I am not liable!!  But then I would say that, I am a lawyer.)
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2 comments:


	







Anonymous
said...

	

Hi Tessa,

I am working with a friend of mine for UK Landlords. It will be great if together we can make a list of pdfs available on one page, which will help the landlords. You can create a page on your website and I will forward you all the important pdf urls. In this way the landlords will be able to see all the pdfs together. Also we can have help section there. I am bit of a techy guy.
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Tessa Shepperson
said...

	

Note sure entirely what you mean here.  The pdfs I was talking about are on my web-site service (such as my tenancy agreements), but you need to be a Landlord-Law member to access them.  They are not open to the general public.  

As a solicitor I would always caution landlords from downloading and using free documents from the internet.  They may be all right, then again they may not.  If you are not an expert in the field, how can you tell the difference?
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This blog has now moved


This is an archive and is no longer being maintained.  You will find the up to date version >> here







 Subscribe in a reader


(This is for the new blog)






Sign up to my newsletter


Contains tips for landlords and tenants, special offers,  whats new on Landlord-Law, news items, more ...



>> Click here to sign up








About the blog



	

Tessa Shepperson


	Specialist residential landlord and tenant lawyer


View my complete profile






My Website







Click to visit www.landlordlaw.co.uk






Visit the Landlord-Law page on Facebook


Landlord Law's Facebook Page | Promote your Page too







New Landlords Guide


Are you a new landlord?  Are  you wondering whether to use an agent or let your properties on your own?  Take a look at my 


>> New Landlords Guide






Which tenancy Agreement?


Landlords - are  you worried about which tenancy agreement you should use?  Why not visit the Landlord-Law 


>> Which Tenancy Agreement Guide?






Twitter Updates



Twitter Updates



follow me on Twitter










Tips for Landlords:


>> Click  here






Tips for Tenants:


>> Click  here






My Books


Read about my books, and download a free chapter, via the links below:




	>> Assured shorthold tenancies - a complete guide to section 21


	>> The Novice Guide to Court Hearings

(These are ebooks available via my Your Law Store site)

	>> The Complete Guide to Residential Letting

(This is my book for landlords - it is used by some landlords association as their official handbook)

	>> Renting : The Essential Guide to Tenants Rights 

(This is my book for tenants, but it will also be helpful for their advisors)
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Big Brother statement


This website uses Google Analytics, a web analytics service provided by Google, Inc. (“Google”). Google Analytics uses “cookies”, which are text files placed on your computer, to help the website analyze how users use the site. The information generated by the cookie about your use of the website (including your IP address) will be transmitted to and stored by Google on servers in the United States . Google will use this information for the purpose of evaluating your use of the website, compiling reports on website activity for website operators and providing other services relating to website activity and internet usage. Google may also transfer this information to third parties where required to do so by law, or where such third parties process the information on Google's behalf. Google will not associate your IP address with any other data held by Google. You may refuse the use of cookies by selecting the appropriate settings on your browser, however please note that if you do this you may not be able to use the full functionality of this website. By using this website, you consent to the processing of data about you by Google in the manner and for the purposes set out above.





















 










 




















